INTRODUCTION
of saints like Avvai. Valluvar. Tiruimilar, Patlanatlw Pillai, Bndragiriyar. Thnvumnnavar. Rnmalinga and others, and a real and earnest endeavour on our part to live these teachings in our daily lives. He continued that religion was life, not dogmas and doctrines. Where religion was a reality, there Love and Freedom reigned supreme; there peace, prosperity and bliss were the inherited riches of the masses; there Salvation was not a thing of Future Life in some distant Heaven but the Consercrated Life of a Jivanmukta, here and now. He said that Pattanathu Pillai was his pattern Saint because his life in this world was the best example of active devotion to God and His children, and selfless renunciation.
In the year I met Him in Kodaikanal the Zamindar of Doddappanaikanur was stricken with two great sorrows. His second son was forced to discontinue his studies in Presidency College. Madras, because of some serious sickness, and he himself was attacked by a paralytic stroke. Any other person would have allowed himself to be buried deep down under the unbearable weight of his sufferings. The influence of the teachings of our poet on his life was so great that he bore his sufferings cheerfully and discharged the daily routine of his work successfully and well.
Shri Rambadraiah Naidu was not an idle dreamer. He was a successful Zamindar who represented the South Indian Land-Holders so often in the Madras Legislative Council and in the Imperial Legislative Assembly, Delhi. He was a sound scholar of Tamil Literature and himself had written a few books on Saiva Mysticism. And this practical mystic was an earnest disciple of Pattanathu Pillai.
In November 1930. I was waiting  for my   beloved wife's car at
the corner of the Doveton College. Ritherdon Road, Madras.   A
middleaged Christian gentleman who was just then entering into,
Ritherdon Road saw a Hindu sanyasi (ascetic) at the corner where the
rick- shaws stood. The Christian gentleman accosted   the Hindu
sanyasi and asked him why he became a sanyasi and whether he
had found God.   He also asked whether he had ever made an
earnest study of the "one only true religion of Christ."
The sanyasi appeared to be a very extraordinary type of man. I
had not met such a man for years in my country. I had and 1 still
have a    great aversion for the orange-clad mendicants meandering
about the length and breadth of India, in the name of religion? doing
nothing.  I have   spoken and written a great deal  against them.